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A Sense of Community Belonging and Perceived Neighborhood
Environment and Facilities in Older Thais Living in Low
Socioeconomic Communities, Bangkok Metropolitan

Phachongchit Kraithaworn* Ph.D. (Nursing)
Noppawan Piaseu** Ph.D. (Nursing), APN/NP

Abstract: This study aimed to 1) explore a sense of community belonging and tk. :
neighborhood environment and facilities perception of older Thais living in low
socioeconomic communities, 2) explore the relationship between a sense of community
belonging and the neighborhood environment and facilities perception in older Thais
living in low socioeconomic communities, and 3) compare a senses of community
belonging of older Thais living in poor communities according to gender and the years
of living in the community. Secondary analyses from a part of big project title “Factors
predicting physical activity among older Thais living in low socioeconomic urban
communities” belonged to Kraithaworn and colleagues in 2011 were used. The sample
consisted of 258 older Thais recruited from 6 low socioeconomic communities in
Bangkok Metropolitan. Data was analyzed using Pearson’s correlation, Independent
t-test, and Analysis of variance. The results demonstrated that 69% of subjects
perceived a high sense of community belonging and 79.5% perceived moderate
satisfaction in the neighborhood environment and facilities. Pearson’s correlation
analyses indicated that a sense of community belonging was positive significantly
associated with perceived neighborhood environment and facilities. The subjects witl
different in years of living in the community had significant differences in a sense of
community belonging, while no significant differences in a sense of community
" belonging between male and female. The results suggested that good environment and
facilities in community should be provided and persons living in community for a long
time should be acknowledged in order to promote d sense of community belonging.

Keywords: Sense of community belonging, Perceived neighborhood environment and
facilities, Low socioeconomic communities, Older Thais
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